Onondaga County (NY) Resource Recovery Agency



Resolution Brief: Extended Producer Responsibility
In the past 15+ years, OCRRA has invested over one million dollars to safely manage household hazardous waste and, more recently, electronic waste, in an environmentally sound manner.  Generally, these are materials that contain toxic and potentially hazardous constituents. Manufacturers have externalized the cost to safely manage these potentially dangerous products at the end of their useful life.  In other words, it has fallen upon local solid waste management systems to bear the high cost of safely disposing of these unwanted – and potentially dangerous -- products.  This is not sustainable.

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policies, also known as Product Stewardship (PS) require that manufacturers assume appropriate responsibility of their products at the end of their useful life.  These policies improve recycling, create green jobs, and encourage producers to design more sustainable products, all at no costs to taxpayers/ratepayers.

At this time, at least 18 states and the City of New York have already taken a leadership position by passing legislation mandating statewide electronic waste recycling using the EPR approach.  An additional 15 states, including New York, are considering EPR legislation for e-waste.    

Implementing EPR legislation would relieve local tax payers and rate payers from the cost of collecting and processing these materials for safe disposal, recycling, or reuse.  Sustaining these costs on an ongoing basis is an unreasonable financial burden for municipal solid waste programs.  If product producers were financially connected to the end of life management of their products, they would surely design safer, easier to recycle goods.  The environmental benefits would include:  

1)    The extraction rate of natural resources, including foreign oil, precious metals, and iron ore, needed for the manufacture of new materials, would decrease,

2)    The generation of greenhouse gasses associated with those energy-intensive mining processes would decrease, and

3)   The quantity of heavy metals and other toxic/hazardous components entering the waste stream would decrease.  

RECOMMENDATION:
The recycling committee, after thorough review of this issue, including an Agency summary report and detailed EPR framework prepared by the Product Stewardship Council, recommends that the Agency pass a resolution urging the New York State Legislature to adopt EPR legislation aimed at involving manufacturers in the end of life management of their products, and relieving taxpayers and ratepayers of the unsustainable cost of handling these products through local solid waste management systems. 
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